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By Sheryl] Gay Stolberg 
and Nicholas Fandos 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh and his 
accuser faced off Thursday 
in an extraordinary, emo- 
tional day of testimony that 
ricocheted from a woman’s 
tremulous account of sexual 
assault to a man’s angry, 
outraged denial, all of which 
played out for hours before 
a riveted nation and a riven 
Senate. 

The two very different 
versions of the truth, unfold- 
ing in the heated atmosphere 
of gender divides, #MeToo 
and the Trump presidency, 
could not be reconciled. The 
testimony skittered from 
cringeworthy sexual details 
to accusations and denials 
of drunken debauchery to 
one juvenile exchange over 
flatulence. 

For people not used to 
watching government in 
action, it was a spectacle of 
tantrums, tears, preening and 
political ambition — what 
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 


A fiery Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh said the false 
accusations he has faced have 
“destroyed” his family. 
[ANDREW HARNIK/THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS] 


called, “Sadly one of the most 


shameful chapters in the 


history of the United States 


Senate.” 


See HEARING, A8 


Christine Blasey Ford testifies to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Thursday, saying she was “100 percent” sure that 
Brett Kavanaugh was the teenager who sexually assaulted her 
in 1982. [SAUL LOEB/POOL PHOTO VIA AP] 


Kasich sees progress 
in fight against drugs 


By Catherine Candisky 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Fatal overdoses in Ohio 
rose to arecord 4,854 in 
2017, up 20 percent from 
the previous year and the 
eighth year in a row that 
drug deaths increased, 
according to state data. 

But Gov. John Kasich 
said at a Statehouse news 
conference Thursday that 
he sees encouraging signs 
among those grim statistics, 
though he added that there 
may be little state officials 


can do to combat the use 
of the deadly drug fentanyl 
that is largely responsible 
for the epidemic. 

The governor noted that 
fewer Ohioans are dying 
from prescription opioids, 
as deaths fell 7 percent in 
2017 and are down 28 per- 
cent since 2011. 

That’s important, Kasich 
said, because prescription 
opioids are often a gate- 
way to illegal drugs such as 
fentanyl and heroin. 


See OPIOIDS, A4 


Probe of vice unit handed to FBI 


By Bethany Bruner 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Columbus Police Chief 
Kim Jacobs has formally 
transferred the investiga- 
tion into the police vice 
unit to the FBI, the division 
announced Thursday. 

Jacobs requested the help 
of the FBI’s public corruption 
task force as evidence has 
developed during an internal 
investigation of the unit. 

All normal operations of 
the vice unit had been sus- 
pended in early September 
for a28-day review spurred 
by two high-profile inci- 
dents. The arrest of 


adult-film actress Stormy 
Daniels in July by under- 
cover vice officers and the 
August shooting of 23-year - 
old Donna Castleberry by 
undercover vice Officer 
Andrew Mitchell have put a 
spotlight on the 20-member 
unit. 

Mitchell, a 30-year vet- 
eran of the division, was 
relieved of duty Wednesday 
night, police confirmed. He 
had been the subject of a 
potentially criminal com- 
plaint that had been filed 
about a week before the 
shooting. 


See PROBE, A4 


WHOM TO BELIEVE? 


Kavanaugh, accuser testify 
in emotional Senate hearing 


Portman, 
Brown 
positions 
unchanged 


By Jack Torry 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Ohio 
Sen. Rob Portman said he 
plans to vote to confirm 
Supreme Court nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh, saying 
accuser Christine Blasey 
Ford 
was not 
able to 
produce 
anyone to 
corrobo- 
rate her 
accu- 
sation 
that Kavanaugh sexually 
assaulted her in 1982. 

Portman, a Republican 
on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, is a longtime 
friend of Kavanaugh’s. 
He said that while “alle- 
gations of sexual assault 
should be taken very 
seriously ... in America 
there is a presumption of 
innocence when there is 
no evidence to corrobo- 
rate a charge.” 

“Judge Kavanaugh has 
adamantly denied the 
allegation,” Portman said. 
“The only three others 
named by Dr. Ford as 
being present, including 
Leland Keyser, who Dr. 
Ford described as one of 
her lifelong friends, have 
no recollection of this 
event or this party.” 

Sen. Sherrod Brown, 
D-Ohio, who plans to 
vote against Kavanaugh, 
found Ford’s testimony 
“moving, heartfelt and 
honest.” 
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